To:  Wyatt,  Jean[Wyatt.Jean@epa.gov] 

Cc:  McCaffrey,  Shawn[Mccaffrey. Shawn@epa.gov] 

From:  Rudy,  Michael 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  11:23:42  PM 

Subject:  FW:  statement  from  Gina  McCarthy  re  fieldwork  at  mines 


Mike  Rudy 

Senior  Enforcement  Specialist/Civil  Investigator 
US  ERA  Region  8 Mail  Code:  ENF-RC 
Denver,  Colorado  80202-1129 
Tel.  No.  (303)  312-6332,  Fax  No.  (303)  312-7519 
E-mail:  rudv.  mike(a).  eoa.  aov 


NOTICE:  The  information  contained  in  this  e-mail  is  intended  only  for  the  use  of  the 
recipient(s)  named  above.  This  message  and  any  attachments  may  contain  confidential  or 
privileged  information.  If  the  reader  is  not  the  intended  recipient  or  an  agent  responsible  for 
delivering  it  to  the  intended  recipient,  you  have  received  this  document  in  error  and  any  review, 
dissemination,  disclosure,  distribution,  use,  or  copying  of  the  contents  of  this  message  is  strictly 
prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please  notify  me  immediately  by  e- 
mail  or  telephone  and  destroy  all  copies  of  the  original  message  and  any  attachments. 


From:  Land,  Kelcey 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  5:22  PM 

To:  Duster,  David;  Golden,  Daniela;  Jacobson,  Linda;  Lamdin,  Randy;  Maxwell,  Annette;  Pierre- 
Louis,  Philippe;  Urdiales,  Aaron;  Zaynard,  Sue;  Abendschan,  Sharon;  O'Reilly,  Maureen; 

Phillips,  Virginia;  Ross,  William  G;  Rudy,  Michael;  McCaffrey,  Shawn;  Wilder,  Scott 
Subject:  statement  from  Gina  McCarthy  re  fieldwork  at  mines 


Obviously  this  needs  some  clarification  - stay  tuned,  but  want  to  make  sure  you  all  saw 
this  - k 
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Administrator  McCarthy’s  Statement 
About  Ongoing  Fieldwork  at  Mines 

August  12,  2015:  While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s 
release  of  mining  waste  at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instructing  our 
Regions  to  immediately  cease  any  field  investigation  work  at  mines  including  tailings 
facilities,  unless  there  is  imminent  risk  in  a specific  case.  We  are  in  the  process  of 
initiating  an  independent  assessment  by  a sister  federal  agency  or  another  external 
entity  to  examine  the  factors  that  led  to  last  week’s  incident.  Based  on  the  outcome  from 
that  assessment,  we  will  determine  what  actions  may  be  necessary  to  avoid  similar 
incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand  down  on  existing  field  investigations  and 
assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are  instructing  our  Regions  to  identify 
existing  sites  with  similarities  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  and  to  identify  any  immediate 
threats  and  consider  appropriate  response  actions. 

Contact  Us  to  ask  a question,  provide  feedback,  or  report  a problem. 


Kelcey  Land,  Director 

RCRA/CERCLA  Technical  Enforcement  Program 

Region  8,  ENF-RC 

1595  Wynkoop  St 

Denver,  CO  80202 

303-312-6393 

Land.keicev@epa.gov 
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